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THE NOEL TURNER AWARD
1987 - Inception of the Award '

Noel Turner was one of the founders of the
Hadleigh Society and chairman in 1990. He was an expert in
antiques and an auctioneer, hence the logo for the award which we
named after him.

The Selection Criteria

This award is made in recognition of outstanding
improvements to, or conservation of, Hadleigh’s buildings or
environment. It will be an individual framed commendation.

Nominations for the award should

* be sympathetic with the surroundings

¢ integrate with their surroundings

e display a high quality of workmanship

¢ be an example of good practice

The award will not necessarily be made each year, but there may
be more than one award in a year.

Nominations are invited from members. The nominations will
be considered by the Executive Committee, if necessary with the
benefit of appropriate expert advice, and any awards will be
presented at a Society meeting. Nominations for the award should
include written comments and reasons for the nomination together
with supporting evidence and should be sent to the Secretary,
Hadleigh Society.

Fourteen Awards have been presented over the past 30 years
since the inception of the award. See
http://hadsoc.org.uk/noel-turner-award-intro/ for more details.
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JIM BETTERIDGE, 1924-2022 v"
Sadly, Jim passed away on March 2™, e &
He was the Hadleigh Society’s Newsletter "y
editor for 10 years and a great friend of
the Hadleigh Society, as was his wife
Nora who died in 1999. On our website
you can find out more in the Oct 1999
newsletter. Nov 2000 has pictures of Jim
laying a wreath on Remembrance Day.

HADLEIGH SOCIETY VISIT
TO BENTON END
R . b Thursday
& 12 May at
10am.
£10 to

include

coffee and
biscuits.
Tour of the House by Lucy Skellorn,
Benton End House and Garden Trust
Tour of the Garden by Sarah Cook

Past head gardener at Sissinghurst
Castle Garden and keeper of the
National Collection of irises bred by Sir
Cedric Morris

Lucy and Sarah will tell us some of
the history of the house and garden in
Cedric and Lett’s day, and outline plans
for the future as the Garden Museum
revives the site into a thriving cultural
and community venue.

Very limited parking; please cycle or
car share if possible. Booking essential,
by Monday 9 May.

For either of these topics, contact:
Hattie Bawden h.r_bawden@btinternet.com
01473 823193 or Jane Haylock at The
Idler.

HADLEIGH

GUILDHALL GARDEN

On July 2nd it will be 25 years since
the official opening of the Guildhall
Garden. The Garden was created by
volunteers of Friends of Hadleigh
Guildhall (FOHG).

Some of us would like to celebrate
this Silver Jubilee, perhaps with a party.
Ideas and suggestions please. We would
be pleased to hear from anyone who was
involved during the time of FOHG; in
the early days planning and creating the
garden, or later, helping with

maintenance, cream teas or promotion.
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HADLEIGH
CONSERVATION AREA
APPRAISAL &

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The Hadleigh Conservation Area is
just over 50 years old from when first
designated in 1969. Since then the
boundary has been revised twice, once
in 1981, and then in 1998. Babergh
D.C,, as the Local Planning Authority, is
charged with regularly reviewing the
Conservation Area and providing
updated Conservation Area Appraisals
[CAA]. The last CAA was undertaken in

2008
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/assets/Conse
rvation-Area-

Appraisals/Hadleigh2008CAA.pdf and is
becoming outdated, such that it is not

providing the necessary heritage analysis
sufficient to safeguard the area from
challenges by developers and their
Heritage Advisors in seeking to build
new unsympathetic development in the
Conservation Area.

Whilst normally only Babergh DC
can undertake a review of the CAA, the
introduction of Neighbourhood Plans
now gives the community and this
Society and its members an opportunity
to create a new CAA that can meet the
current 2019 guidelines of English
Heritage and protect.

The means of updating the CAA can
be achieved by making use of Character

Area Assessments
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/media/1472/ho
w-to-prepare-a-character-assessment.pdf

which need to be undertaken for the
Neighbourhood Plan and which the
Town Council will be inviting
community groups, like this Society, to
participate in the near future.

The Society is therefore looking for
members who live in the Conservation
Area and/or have a particular interest in
local heritage and design matters to
form an informal CAA advisory group
of the Society to undertake
Neighbourhood Plan Character
Assessments for the town and, in
particular, the Conservation Area. If you
are interested in joining the Society
advisory group please contact Richard
Fletcher, secretary@hadsoc.org.uk, with
your contact details and the particular
interest you have.

LOCAL LIST SELECTION
PANEL

As you may know from reading the
Society’s Newsletters, the Local List for
Hadleigh is substantially complete in
draft form and is currently on the
Society’s website for all to view and
comment upon. More recently the
Society’s Secretary attended the
Neighbourhood Plan Sub Committee of
the Hadleigh Town Council to request
that the Local List now be included
within the Plan so that it can become an
approved planning document which the
local planning authority is obliged to
take into account.

There are several tasks remaining to
be completed before it can be submitted
to become a community supported
document. The most important is to set
up a Local List Selection Panel
composed of members of the Society
and chaired by a local Town Councillor.
The task involves examining each
property on the draft Local List and
deciding if it ought to be retained on
the List. The decisions will be guided by
using Selection Criteria devised by the
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Society and based upon English
Heritage guidance. The Selection
Criteria can be found in the
Introduction to the Local List found on
the website at
http://hadsoc.org.uk/selection-criteria/

The Selection Panel will comprise
the Hadleigh Society Secretary as

Administrator, a Town Councillor to
act as Chair, and five Society members.
If you are interested in volunteering to
sit on the Selection Advisory Panel
please contact Richard Fletcher,
secretary@hadsoc.org.uk, with your
contact details.

ENGLISH DEFIANCE AGAINST VIKING INVASION:

East Anglia, Guthrum and the Danelaw

The first recorded attack by ship on
English Wessex is an entry in the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle (ASC) A (789) when a
Reeve of Beohtric, King of Wessex was
killed by Scandinavian seamen, this was
some years before the well-known assault
on Lindisfarne. I suspect that sporadic
but persistent small-scale raiding had
taken place for centuries. The main
objective of these raiding parties
comprising violent, mostly young men,
spoiling for a fight, led by their ship’s
captain, or a commander, was treasure.
If they made it back home then they
enjoyed hero status, but first and
foremost it was the chance to plunder
for profit, and the enjoyment of
bloodshed that drew them to our shores.
Enjoyment too was to be found in the
torment of women and children, and
along with the taking of slaves, was both
useful and lucrative. In the words of
Patrick Wormald, the Vikings, if not
actually mad, were probably bad and
certainly dangerous to know.! As one
would expect, the ASC has many entries
documenting Viking raids, and the
distress is apparent through the monks’
use of language such as ‘utter ruin’ and
‘desolation’ of the English peoples.

A brief background of the history
behind the fall of East Anglia to Viking

warlords such as Guthrum, is useful.
From the mid eighth century there
appeared to be both organised and
increased numbers of Danes arriving,
sailing in fleets rather than small scale
opportunism. The 851 invasion is a
good example of this point. The ASC
recorded 350 ships sailed into the
Thames Estuary to relentlessly sack
London and put to flight the Mercian
Army under King Beorhtwulf. We
cannot, of course, verify the number of
ships, but certainly enough warriors
were landed to relentlessly attack and
sack London, to put an army to flight,
and furthermore hold the territory. 2
The Vikings from this point do look to
be collectively organized and led by
Danish warlords, not the previously
suggested ad hoc skirmishes led by the
ship’s captain.

In that same year (851) King
Athelwulf and his two sons defeated the
Danes twice. However, the Danish
onslaught was relentless and by the time
of Athelwulf’s death in January 858 the
Danes were confident enough to over-
winter on the Isle of Sheppey and
pillaged at will throughout East Anglia
where they ‘trawled the countryside with
fire and sword’. The next two decades
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remained a constant struggle for the
English as we shall see.

The ASC E (870) recorded that
following the Battle of Hoxne (869) the
Abbey of Medeshamstede
(Peterborough) was utterly destroyed
and brought ‘to nought what had once
been mighty’. The Abbot and all the
monks were killed, and the surrounding
countryside was ‘laid to waste and
wilderness for a century’. The Chronicle
says Edmund, was killed in battle and
King Alfred’s biographer Asser also
confirms that King Edmund of the East
Angles died in battle, other sources say
Edmund chose martyrdom.> The
watlord Halfdan crossed into Wessex
the following year, made his base at
Reading and from there launched an
attack and defeated the full West Saxon
force. King £thelred and his brother
Alfred barely escaped but they quickly
mustered the fyrd again.

The Battle of Ashdown (871) was
successful, but any relief from fighting
was brief because the Danes claimed
victory two weeks later at Basing, then at
Merton where King £thelred was fatally
wounded. In April the Witan* decided
Alfred should be king in preference to
King ZAthelred’s son £Athelwold.

871 Battle of Englefield in Berks - defeat
of the Danes by ealdorman Ethelwulf

Battle of Reading - Danish victory
over King £Athelred and Alfred
Battle of Ashdown - Defeat of the
Danes by Alfred

Battle of Basing - Danish victory
Battle of Merton - Danish victory,
King £Athelred mortally wounded
Battle of Wilton indecisive; Danes

leave Wessex for a time but continue

fighting and subduing the rest of
England

It is not easy to appreciate Alfred’s
achievements and that of his ealdormen,
thegns, and ordinary Englishmen turned
warrior from this distance of time. How
did Alfred, a man known to be in poor
health (possibly Crohn’s disease) inspire
loyalty and belief in a future united
England. Maybe his personality and his
Christian principles coupled with the
English peoples’ fear of the Vikings kept
them united. But whilst the English
were continually sapped of manpower
for their army, Viking reinforcements
arrived by the shipload.

Alfred’s states craft skills may have
been learned from his father and
brother, but Alfred faced far greater
threats and changing situations. Alfred’s
negotiation skills, weighing up who to
trust, keeping one step ahead of the
invaders, using messengers to deliver the
written word were utilized, but
inevitably there were mistakes. As
mentioned above, the Battle of Wilton
was indecisive, the Danes enforced a
cash payment (gafol) ° as their price for
withdrawal. By 875 the Danish force
had divided with Halfdan heading north
and Guthrum to Cambridge. They
remained in a permanent state of war-
readiness stealing what food, livestock,
horses, and fodder they needed, often
torching what they didn’t to keep the
populace subdued. Guthrum’s next
move was to march his army, almost
unchallenged, to the royal burh of
Wareham in Dorset, an ideal well
protected winter base. Alfred responded
by mustering his forces and laid siege.

Eventually a peace was negotiated
between Guthrum and Alfred. As a sign
of good faith Alfred gave hostages and
Guthrum his oath, reinforced by a
pledge on a ring sacred to Thor to cease
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hostilities. Guthrum speedily broke his
oath, slaughtered the hostages, and
escaped to Exeter to await expected
reinforcements. However, he was to be
disappointed as the anticipated fleet was
destroyed by storms. Alfred and his
army once again encircled Guthrum the
taking of Oaths was repeated and this
time Guthrum left, crossed back into
Mercia, and then forced the client king
Ceolwulf to cede half of the kingdom of
Mercia to him. Guthrum now
controlled East Anglia and half of
Mercia.

This was hardly a reassuring
situation for Wessex and if they were
uneasy, they were right to be, for peace
ended abruptly when Guthrum, on
Twelfth Night 6 January 878, led a large
army and seized the royal vill of
Chippenham. Clearly the second oath
of peace had not lasted for long. The
ASC record says that ‘many fled across
the sea’ and many submitted to
Guthrum as their lord. While Alfred
and his family fled to Althelney, in
Somerset, Guthrum occupied Alfred’s
halls and enjoyed his food rents.

To compound English misfortune,
the fabled Ragnar Lothbrok (Raven
Banner) launched a 23-ship strong
attack from his winter base in Dyfed but
was bravely met by the Devonshire fyrd,
led by the local ealdorman and the
king’s thegns. The fyrd fell back on the
earthwork protection of Countisbury
Hill and slaughtered more than 800 of
the enemy. Most likely this success gave
King Alfred and the English the impetus
at this point to muster at Ecgbert’s
Stone on the edge of Salisbury Plain and
march northward to meet Guthrum and
do battle once more. The Battle of
Ethandun (Edington) famously

remembered as where Alfred drove the
enemy to a fortification presumed to be
Chippenham. Alfred and his men met
savagery with savagery, killed Danes,
fugitives, horses and cattle and laid siege
until Guthrum had no choice but to
capitulate. Guthrum was in no position
to negotiate he was obliged to agree
terms. He offered hostages; Alfred
offered none. Guthrum, along with
thirty of his foremost men accepted
Christian baptism, dressed in white
baptismal robes it must have been an
impressive ceremony of submission.
‘The Treaty of Wedmore’ was agreed at
Aller in 8789 (however it was to be
superseded in 886 possibly because it
was already beginning to fracture.
Alfred’s raid in 886 using ship-power, a
tactic much used by the invaders, may
have been a retaliatory raid which would
lend credence for later revision.)
Following his defeat at Ethandun
Guthrum marched to Cirencester but
he did not withdraw until the autumn
of 879, and in 880 he moved his army
across to East Anglia, declared himself
king and shared out the land.

What is Interesting is that Alfred
had already started building burhs
(fortified and manned places) along the
rivers of the agreed boundary® between
Wessex and East Anglia. He had, by
now, probably little trust in Viking oaths
particularly Guthrum’s! These defences
were to be further increased when
Alfred’s son Edward became king. In
places burhs were built on opposite sides
of the river for better protection and
furthermore the river could be
blockaded by a ship if necessary. This
suggests that Guthrum, if not raiding
himself probably turned a blind eye to
others who did. Alfred had had no
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choice other than to cede East Anglia to
Guthrum because he most likely did not
have the manpower to keep fighting

hero status they undoubtedly enjoyed
when they arrived back home laden with
plunder and slaves.

battles. However, Alfred’s building of !
burhs and increased use of ship power is
suggestive of a different tactic one of
containment rather than continuous
battle.

As such, it could be argued that the
Danelaw was never a complete separate
political entity with a fixed boundary,
but rather regions where Danish, not
English, law and customs applied. For
example, land was measured in
wapentakes, not hundreds, and a
carucate was a measure of plough-land.
Guthrum ruled a part of Danelaw, there
were northern regions also under Viking
control for instance York. Geoffrey
Hindley 7 is of the opinion that a map to
show England at the time of Danelaw
can hardly represent reality. He
maintains that the whole area is best
understood in terms of a scatter of
separate regional communities, each
with its own roots back to the English
past.

In conclusion history has, for the last
fifty years or so, sanitized the invasion of
the Vikings to an almost benign 5
impression of peoples from the cold
north wishing to settle in a more
temperate climate and intermarry and
farm. The battles, if not exactly air
brushed from the narrative, have been
glossed over and the shield wall and
hand to hand fighting diminished. The
authors of the primary sources give an
entirely different understanding, to
them the Vikings embodied a
murderous marauding banditry, leaving
destruction and terror in their wake.

Patrick Wormald quoted in The Anglo-
Saxons - The Beginnings of the English
Nation. Geoffrey Hindley. Robinson
2006

The Chronicle entry for 896 states that
the king ordered ships to be built ‘long
ships’ Lang Scipu. They were twice’ as
long as the others’ some with sixty oars,
others more. John Pullen-Appleby.
English Sea-Power c871 to 1100 Anglo-
Saxon Books 2005. It therefore seems
reasonable to assume that the 350 ships
in the 851-invasion had 30 oars (men)
plus individual equipment an immediate
army of several thousand.

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle tells us that
the men of East Anglia under their king,
Edmund went to Hoxne to fight the
heathens. But the Danes had the victory,
killed the king and conquered the land.
Asser, writing Alfred’s biography wrote
that ‘he died fiercely’. Abbo of Fleury
whilst visiting Ramsey Abbey (985-7)
wrote his Passion of St. Edmund. He
had the story from St Dunstan who
heard it from Edmund’s amour bearer.
Geoffrey Hindley.

Witan or Witenagemot - literal meaning
‘wise men’ the king’s council.

Gafol is a tribute exhorted by Viking
armies. Probably raised by a fixed levy on
a hide. The distinction made quite clear
in the contemporary sources, geld and
gafol, tax and tribute. Note: The term
Danegeld is essentially a post-Conquest
coinage, tax pre-Conquest was called
heregeld.

Dividing line between Alfred’s and
Guthrum’s peace - it ran up the Thames
along the Lea to its source, then to
Bedford and by the Ouse to Watling
Street.

The Vikings were certainly not the flget Md;’;g;
heroes of English society, unlike the ebruary
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FORTY YEARS OF THE HADLEIGH SOCIETY 1982-2022
The first Minute Book of The Hadleigh Society & the early Newsletters have been used to

gl

This year (2022) is the 40"
anniversary of the Hadleigh Society.

On 28™ June 1982 a get-together of
local residents interested in Hadleigh’s
history and heritage was held at 8pm in
the Old Town Hall - upstairs in the
Guildhall. Clearly an informal group of
enthusiasts had met previously to share
thoughts and ideas because the first item
on that evening’s agenda was a summary
of their foregoing deliberations. As
Chair of this group, Canon John
Griffin, opened the meeting and
undertook the task of outlining a
possible constitution for some form of
Amenity Society (derived from a Civic
Trust document). A set of aims was
identified; membership was to be open
to all interested parties and the name
‘The Hadleigh Society’ was suggested -
with the proviso ‘that this did not
restrict activities to the Hadleigh
boundary’. All three motions were
carried unanimously, having been

ean information from the 1980s

e
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proposed by Mr Hurdle and seconded
by Mr Culpin.

Membership fees were the next item
for discussion. In 1982 a senior citizen
paid £2 and a single member £4. Not
surprisingly (and out of necessity) these
extremely modest initial fees have had to
be much increased in the society’s 40
years of existence! Membership reached
117 in 1984, increasing to 141 by 1989.
Today it fluctuates around 130-140.

Committee members were then
appointed; their overall responsibility
being the management and
administration of the Society - especially
ensuring fulfilment of the society’s aims.
The original Committee comprised -
Chair (Canon John Griffin), Vice-Chair
(Mr WAB Jones), Secretary (Mr John
Bloomfield), Treasurer (Mrs Peggy
Crabtree) plus six to eight other
members. Mr Jim Betteridge was
appointed Assistant Secretary-cum-
Editor of the Hadleigh Society

Newsletter at the committee convened
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on 13™ April 1984; on the same
occasion Mr and Mrs Allen became
joint Membership Secretaries. In 2022
the above six named roles remain within
our present committee but with the
Newsletter Editor also acting as
Webmaster; Programme Co-ordinator is
the single entirely newly created post.
One or two other officers, without
portfolio, complete the committee of
2022, as they did in the 1980s.
Volunteers are always welcome!

Three Study Groups were then set
up at this inaugural meeting to cover
‘various interests of members -
Historical, Environmental and Social.
The first two continue to be fully active
today as ‘“The History Group and ‘The
Environment and Planning Group’; the
Social Group, originally responsible for
social activities, arranging visits and
organizing refreshments at meetings,
seems to have long since disappeared.
No-one wants to make the tea anymore!

It was agreed to hold six members’
meetings a year; these would be open to
the public for a small charge.
Suggestions for this programme of
activities were then sought - in the form
of speakers, visits, projects as well as
social evenings; a list was compiled.
Refreshments were provided and the
evening was rounded off by John
Bloomfield showing a few slides of the
town. Hadleigh Society had been
launched!

The first official members’ meeting
of Hadleigh Society occurred on 15
September 1982. Members and visitors
met outside the Guildhall at 7.30pm to
be led along Benton Street by John
Bloomfield (an expert in vernacular
architecture) who explained features of
one or two of the special properties in

that ancient roadway. All attendees then
returned to the Guildhall for a slide
show of the interiors of selected
properties from along Benton Street -
followed by the 1980’s inevitable tea
and biscuits.

The second ever society members’
meeting on 12" November 1982 was a
selection of Suffolk films. This proved
extremely popular with an audience of
over 100. In the following year one of
the speakers was Roger Kennell talking
about ‘Bricks and Bricklaying’. Most
pleasingly Roger continued to give talks
to the Society until 2018, becoming one
of our favourite speakers. A few of the
other speaker topics during the 1980s
were:

e Mr Kersey talking about his family

e  The Museum Comes to Life (East

Anglian Museum)

Victorian Society

Folk Magic

Harvest in the Age of Plenty

Clocks and Clock Making

Soddington Street (the south end of

today’s High Street)

Period Properties in Hadleigh

e English Silver, Pottery and
Porcelain

From the 1980s occasional
members’ meetings were run by the
History Group; this was always the
culmination of a lengthy period of
research into Hadleigh records. Perhaps
their most extensive (and enduring) of
their 1980’s projects was ‘Hadleigh 1881
and All That’. After a reported highly
successful presentation to society
members in November 1987, they
utilized their material to produce a
booklet that delivered a lively snapshot
of life in 1881 Hadleigh. History Group
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members also helpfully entered the 1881
Hadleigh census information onto a
computer; which database is now
electronically preserved and utilized in
Hadleigh Archive. Two other History
Group projects commencing in the
1980s were - studying and cataloguing
town documents (a task later taken over
by the town Archive) and collecting and
indexing photographs of old Hadleigh.
This latter collection in 2022 contains
over 5000 images and is now also stored
on Hadleigh Archive computer
providing an excellent source of
reference. Hadleigh Society History
Group works very closely with the town
Archive (located at the eastern end of
the Town Council offices); it is run by
volunteers (including all members of
History Group) under the auspices of
the Town Council.

Speaker meetings, always open to the
public, have been held in the Guildhall
except during the period when Fire
Officers judged the complex unsafe; at
the time (1986,/87) this magnificent
building was also in need of renovation.
East House was consequently booked by
the committee (by today’s President in
fact) for the duration of the Guildhall’s
closure; the eagerly awaited re-opening
occurred in 1994. Until January 2020
the room reserved by the society was the
impressive Old Town Hall; the
guildroom is today’s chosen venue since
it allows access for all. Average
attendance at members’ meetings was 60
in the 1980s; today we see between 35
and 50 with an upsurge in numbers for
any speaker talking about a specific
aspect of Hadleigh.

In early years of the Society visits
seemed to be a significant feature of
each year’s programme; in recent years

only small numbers of members have

joined us on the delightful visits

arranged by committee member Hattie

Bawden. A few of those noted in the

1980’s committee minutes were to:-

e  Snape Maltings,

o Ipswich Society when John
Bloomfield was giving the lecture

e A tour of villages highlighted in
Rural Rides Revisited by John
Vuillany

e  Christchurch Mansion,

e Helmingham Hall

e A walk from Rands Farm to
Bullocky Fen.

After that brief look at the public
face of The Hadleigh Society, let us now
glimpse a little of the work done behind
the scenes i.e. by members of the
Hadleigh Society Committee. Between
1983 and 1989 this committee met
between five and nine times a year.
Today’s committee meets around two
weeks prior to each members’ evening to
ensure, amongst other items of business,
all necessary preparations are in hand
for that forthcoming event - in effect
seven times in a year. Our Agenda has
changed a little over the years. One
addition is a new item - ‘Town and
District Matters’ which provides an
opportunity for reporting and debating
local matters of import to the aims and
interests of the Society. It also reflects
today’s greater interaction with other
organisations within the town and
county - indeed the society now has
representation on and / or input into
e.g. Hadleigh Community Forum, Local
Plan Group, Neighbourhood Plan
Group, Visit Hadleigh, St Mary’s Lime
Tree Project, Future of the Deanery
Tower Group - along with membership

April 2022
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of Suffolk Preservation Society and
Suffolk Local History Council.
Discussions and planning relevant to
our wonderful new website have
naturally become an integral element of
all committee agendas.

Minutes of today’s committee
meetings are word-processed and, after
checking, distributed by e-mail; copies
are stored electronically. Committee
minutes of the 1980s were typed (by a
typewriter) and the pages pasted into a
hard backed notebook. Quite a change
in presentation and accessibility!

The tradition has become
established of the Chair’s home
providing the venue; in earlier days
tea/coffee and biscuits were provided,
today a glass of wine is proffered! A
further sign of the changing and
perhaps more liberal times is evident in
the written format of names of officers
attending committee meetings. In the
1980s recording of names was formal -
Mr and Mrs being the norm. In the
minuted lists of attendees the old-
fashioned ‘Mesdames’ preceded the
surnames of the ladies and ‘Messieurs’
the men’s. In 2022 attendees are
minuted with only first names and
surnames.

The primary function of the
Environment Group of the 1980s was
‘to vet planning applications and...make
comments [where it was felt necessary]
known to the appropriate authority’;
Mrs Rudkin was its first Chair. This
considerable task continues today with
the current Chair of the renamed
‘Environment and Planning Group’,
Richard (Dick) Fletcher, an expert in
planning matters, sending comments on
planning applications to Babergh
District Council with copies to Hadleigh

Town Council. To Dick’s credit the vast
majority of the committee’s decisions
have been endorsed by Babergh.

A project of the early Environment
Group announced at the committee
meeting of April 1987 was to
photograph listed buildings within the
town, as a record and to enable
monitoring of their condition; four
double packs of Kodachrome were
purchased in readiness. By November of
the same year one side of Benton Street
and the High Street had been
photographed and catalogued. The
exercise was reported as most
worthwhile since it was unexpectedly
highlighting interesting aspects of
buildings hitherto un-noticed.

Perhaps an equivalent but even more
ambitious project run by today’s
Environment and Planning Group,
masterminded by Dick Fletcher, is the
‘Local List...of non-designated heritage
buildings, structures and spaces that
qualify for adoption as physical assets
that have contributed to the social,
economic and / or architectural heritage
of the town’. This can be viewed on the
Hadleigh Society website
(hadsoc.org.uk).

The intention to build a
supermarket off the High Street (where
McCarthy and Stone bungalows are
today) was first reported at the
committee meeting of 29 June 1987 and
would feature prominently at future
committee meetings for over 20 years
until final rejection of the planning
application was made by Babergh in July
2011. Such a massive campaign did
render Hadleigh the first town ever to
defeat Tesco; the society’s advice was
regularly sought for several years
afterwards by other towns engaged in a
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like struggle. We must acknowledge our
President, Jan Byrne, warrants a great
deal of the credit for what was, without
doubt, a generally popular outcome.

It was at the committee meeting of
12 July 1982 that a Hadleigh Society
Newsletter (HSN hereafter) was formally
agreed - initially intended to give
programme details and report on the
work of the History and Environment
Groups with Jim Betteridge responsible
for editing; the earliest surviving HSN is
dated March 1984. Very brief articles,
sometimes comprising only three or four
lines, did appear. However, the minutes
of 11" February 1987 record the offer
by society member, Roger Kennell, to
write a series of short articles ‘An ABC
of Bricks’. This innovation proved
popular. Other early short articles
included:

e  Digging for Guthrum

e The Continuing Saga of the
Guildhall Complex

e Hadleigh Aerodrome

e  Canon Griffin’s (untitled) Story for
Christmas

o  The Guildhall’s Medieval Kitchen

Today’s HSN continues to give
information on the forthcoming
programme but current articles tend to
be noticeably longer e.g. this particular
one! Thanks to the considerable
expertise of editor and webmaster,
Graham Panton, all articles from 1984

referred to as ‘“The Hadleigh Society
Award’ (later re-titled The Noel Turner
Award) for ‘outstanding improvements
to, or conservation of, Hadleigh’s
buildings or environment’. The worthy
initial winner in June 1989 was Keith
Young, owner of Partridges, for his
former Edwards of Hadleigh furniture
shop (today the EACH charity shop and
Fork Kitchen and Deli). The three most
recent awardees in December 2019 were
Richard and Ruth Abel (owners) for
their inspirational planning and
oversight of the discerning renovation of
East House along with master bricklayer
Jason Thompson for his exceptional
brickwork on the boundary wall. All
awardees receive a framed certificate,
designed by local artist Richard Bawden,
with a year’s free membership of the
society.

One piece of unfinished business in
the 1980s was the creation of a logo.
The early newsletters had
this logo. The then
committee was unable to secure a
suitable phrase / picture / design for
letter headings in spite of ‘Logo’
featuring on many committee agendas
during the decade; there was no
satisfactory outcome by 1989. More
recently had a design for our letter
headings - created just a few years ago by

THE
HADLEIGH
SOCIELY

our own esteemed Treasurer, Chris

Drake. It is:

can now be found on the Hadleigh
Society website (hadsoc.org.uk).
The committee of 22" May

The Hadleigh Society
Caring for Hadleigh — yesterday, today, tomorrow

1987 broached and agreed the idea
of a Hadleigh Society Environment and
Conservation Award. Proposals for the

first such award were sought via the
HSN of September 1988, where it was

Let us hope The Hadleigh Society, as it
undoubtedly did in the 1980s and as it
endeavours to do on its 40th
anniversary in 2022, will always care
about Hadleigh’s past, present and
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future - to the utmost of its ability for
the greater benefit of our town, -a town
with a remarkable history and heritage
and very much worth caring about.

Margaret Woods
Chair, Hadleigh Society

article is an

This abbreviated &
amended version of an article written
for the Hadleigh Historian in 2020:
Woods, M. ‘Reminiscences from the
Hadleigh Society of the 1980s’ in
Andrews, S. (ed) (Dec 2020) Hadleigh
Historian 10" Anniversary Special Issue:
Bringing the past to life. pp37-44

HOW YOU CAN HELP PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE RIVER

BRETT

*  Empty septic tanks (at least
once a year)

*  Use phosphate free and less
detergent

*  Only water in drains

*  Minimise bleach and
disinfectant use

*  Avoid use of garden chemicals

* Do not allow garden clippings
to enter water

*  Protected species

*  Water conservation-business,
home and garden

¢ Report pollution or fish in
distress to our hotline: 0800
80 70 60

April 2022

13

The Hadleigh Society



A COPPERPLATE CURIOSITY
by Michael Woods

Hadleigh was a major centre of the
wool trade and benefitted enormously
from the wealth this brought to wool
merchants. These successful
businessmen left their mark mainly
through fine buildings, the most notable
being the splendid church which owes
much to endowments from these
wealthy men. They also built fine
timber-framed homes, many of which
are buried behind the facades added as
fashions changed over the years.

A Hadleigh house of this type is on
Benton Street, the main road into the
town from the south. Midway along is a
large building named Benton House,
originally a late medieval hall house,
altered over the years as new owners
brought it ‘up-to-date’. Today, behind a
Georgian facade, it is divided into three
dwellings.

My wife and I were friends of the
late Bruce Sutherland, a retired
veterinary surgeon, who came from the
north of Scotland to Suffolk in the
1940s. In his bachelor years he lived in
lodgings in Hadleigh where he picked
up many stories about life in the town
from Betty Vince, his landlady. In 1959
Bruce married Jill and they bought one
end of Benton House. They discovered a

Bruce Sutherland outside Benton House

little of the history of the building,
establishing that it was lived in as one
large residence by Nathan Drake, a local
doctor, in the early part of the
nineteenth century. They also knew it
had then passed into the hands of a Mr
John Jaynes, a land surveyor, who
converted the building into a boys’
boarding school and who advertised in
the Ipswich Journal of 12 January 1839:
“Classical, mathematical and
commercial school [at] Hadleigh,
conducted by Mr Jaynes at the residence
of the late N. Drake esq., MD; system of
education of continental origin which
has received the unqualified approbation
of most talented men of the country for
early effectual development of
intellectual facilities...premises spacious
with extensive grounds adjacent,
calculated to promote health, comfort
and recreation of youth...open 21* inst.”

The 1841 national census lists 16
boys boarding at this school, all the sons
of local farmers, landowners or
businessmen; there may also have been
day boys.

Mr Jaynes did not stay long and in
1845 he was succeeded by Mr Mudd.
One of Mr Mudd’s pupils was Benjamin
Vince from Whatfield - the father of
Betty Vince who, as mentioned eatlier,
had been Bruce’s landlady in his
bachelor days. Betty told Bruce that
when her father played truant on one
occasion, it had been his punishment to
read a bible story and then write it out
in his own words and in his best
handwriting. Apparently, this was a
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common punishment over many years
in Benton House School.

Bruce and Jill moved into one wing
of the house. It was in a dreadful state of
repair and required a major project to
make the place habitable and
comfortable. In the main room was a
huge inglenook fireplace which had
been covered and faced with a one-piece
cast iron fireplace in early Victorian
times. This fireplace had come away
from the wall leaving a crack behind the
mantlepiece and Mr Jaynes had
obviously lost many paper items down
this crack - all of which were discovered
when the fireplace was removed.
Amongst the papers were some of Mr
Jayne’s business cards and one small
paper package.

The package was folded in the form
of an envelope and addressed, in
flourishing copperplate hand, to Mr
Jaynes from A. Rand.

Inside was the re-telling of a bible story,
presumably a punishment task, which
had been wedged behind the fireplace
for over100 years.

We know from the 1841 census that
the author of the note was Arthur Rand,
nine years old at the time and a boarder
at Benton House School with his
brother Charles. They were sons of a
farmer and maltster of nearby Duke

Street, Hadleigh. It is suspected that the
boys may have been boarders because of
the death of their mother in the
previous year.

The point of this little story is to
share with you, the remarkable standard
of handwriting and competence in the
use of the English language, shown by
this nineyear-old boy. The handwriting
is beautifully formed, clear and
consistent, reflecting an emphasis upon
basic skills in the school curriculum of
the nineteenth century.
i s A

e, ﬁ{/}?//ﬁ :
v /

The vocabulary and phrasing used in his
re-telling of the parable of the rich man
and Lazarus are impressive for someone
of his age. It may not surprise you to
know that ten years later, Arthur was a
surgeon’s apprentice in Reigate, as part
of his training to become a doctor.
Sadly, he died in June 1854 from
wasting consumption, at the age of 22,
by which time he had qualified as a
surgeon.

The research of Bruce Sutherland and
Margaret Woods underpins this article.
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THE

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 2022

Tue 3 May  Suffolk Surveyors and Vivienne
HADLEIGH Maps in the 16" Century  Aldous
SOCIETY Wed 29 Jun  AGM - 40™ anniversary
Honorary Secretary Tue 9 Aug  Windows to the Outside ~ Edward
Richard Fletcher World Martin
6 Lister Road Wed 5 Oct The Hold, Suffolk
Hadleigh Archives
Ipswich Tue 6 Dec  Sudbury Common Lands
IP7 5N Charity

01473 827891
secretary@hadsoc.org.uk

All views expressed are
those of the contributors
and are not necessarily

Meetings are held in Hadleigh Guildhall Guildroom at 8pm,

unless otherwise notified. Entry is free for members, £3 for non-

those of the Hadleigh members.
Society
Other Contacts
Chairman Margaret chair@hadsoc.org.uk 01473 823798
Woods
History Group Sue history@hadsoc.org.uk 01284 830034
Angland
Environment Dick secretary@hadsoc.org.uk 01473 827891
Group & Planning  Fletcher
Membership Jessica membership@hadsoc.org.uk
Bailey
Website & Editor Graham webmaster@hadsoc.org.uk 07711 862625
Panton

«

Newsletter delivery

newsletter@hadsoc.org.uk

07711 862625

The Hadleigh Society website has past and present newsletters, etc at

http:

www.hadsoc.org.uk/

April 2022

16

The Hadleigh Society



mailto:secretary@hadsoc.org.uk
mailto:chair@hadsoc.org.uk
mailto:history@hadsoc.org.uk
mailto:secretary@hadsoc.org.uk
mailto:membership@hadsoc.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@hadsoc.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@hadsoc.org.uk
http://www.hadsoc.org.uk/

