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AFTER 200 YEARS, IT’S GOODBYE
TO PARTRIDGE’S
by Martin Looker

Many in Hadleigh - and further afield - will be very sad to
see the closure of M. W. Partridge & Co Ltd, the iconic shop,
known as Partridge’s. It finally closed its doors in September
2022.

Until now, mentioning Hadleigh to anyone who has been to
this Suffolk market town, and they would invariably say
something along the lines of: “Ah, Partridge’s, what a wonderful
shop”. It built its reputation as the sort of place where a person
could go in and buy anything from a single lost nut for a
lawnmower to a teapot.

In fact, it started off as an ironmonger in 1819 when the
then owner, Thomas Pritty, advertising in the Ipswich Journal,
“Respectfully informs the inhabitants of Hadleigh and the
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Public in general” that
he had commenced
business as an
ironmonger, while
selling china, glass,
earthenware, as well as
“goods of every
description”. That
summed up the range
of products available
until its closure.

Over the centuries
the business changed
: hands several times

Interior of Partridge’s — perhaps in the 70s growing to become a
major supplier of agricultural implements ranging from Ransome’s ploughs to
combine harvesters - delivered by train to the Hadleigh branch line. Items such
as “chaff engines” and “oil-cake breakers” also featured. At one time its foundry,
the manufacturing section, employed no less than 15 men and boys, including
one apprentice.

Interestingly, the owner was targeted as
a wealthy man. On 27" October 1838 the
Ipswich Journal reported a daring highway ~ + ;
robbery, a mile out of Hadleigh, during Koarra EidgsctalSopn A RIS God i s | i Sopc
which Mr Pritty was stopped by “two foot- i AR i
pads” who knocked the lamps on his four- = = mE
wheel chaise to pieces, and then robbed e : 5
him of a silver watch and £3-£4 of gold and
silver while holding him down with a
strong neckerchief. Not a word was spoken
during the episode and the thieves were
never caught.

Another tale involved the “dreadful
murder” of a shoemaker and corn chandler
who lived in two cottages, 3 & 5 George
Street, which later became part of |1 ——
Partridge’s retailing area. He was shot with O smonan
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a musket by a neighbour, while locking up i l .
his storage premises at night, having just Invoice from 1951

sold some oats. “The musket was loaded
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Door on George Street

with a marble, which passed
through his neck, struck the door,
(which is indented) and ultimately
broke in half,” said a report. The
neighbour, Edward Offord, 65 and
retired, once a sergeant in the
Suffolk Militia, then tried to take his
own life by slashing his throat.
However, he was apprehended, sewn
up, and subsequently faced trial
where he was found guilty, but
insane.

Few people would have known
about this grizzly crime while
browsing through Partridge’s

household and gardening sections of the delightfully timbered building!
At the time of writing the future of the site is yet to be determined but it is to
be hoped that some part of the unique ‘Partridge culture’ will be maintained.

It was only three years ago that an
exhibition to mark its 200 years of
trading was mounted at the Guildhall.

Researched and prepared by Sally
Looker, on behalf of the Hadleigh
Archives Group of the Town Council, it
created a huge amount of interest,
attracting over 400 visitors and raising
more than £1,000 for the archive
budget.

Several bundles of old property deeds,
no longer required for legal purposes,
were generously donated to the town by
then owners, Mr Keith and Mrs Ann
Young. They are now stored in the
Hadleigh Archives’ office at The
Guildhall where they are kept securely,
have been catalogued, and are accessible
to any member of the public by
appointment.

PARTRIDGE’S OF HADLEIGH

200 YEARS OF TRADING

AN EXHIBITION CHARTING THE TRADING OF THIS
ICONIC BUSINESS AND SHOP

M.W.PARTRIDGE & G 10

H
1

SATURDAY 19TH AND SUNDAY 20TH OCTOBER
10.00 AM — 4.00 PM
THE GUILDHALL, MARKET PLACE,
HADLEIGH

ADULTS £2, CHILDREN (UNDER 12) FREE
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE
PROCEEDS TO HADLEIGH MARKET FEOFFMENT CHARITY

AN EXHIBITION RESEARCHED AND PREPARED DY SALLY LOOKER ON BEHALF OF
THE HADLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL ARCHIVES GROUP, USING DOCUMENTS AND
PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE ARCHIVE COLLECTIONS, TO TELL THE STORY OF
A BUSINESS, ITS OWNERS AND EMPLOYEES OVER 200 YEARS.
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A group of Partridge’s employees in the 50s
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DEATH AND DISEASE IN HADLEIGH 1841 TO 1844
as revealed in the diary of Dean Barry Knox

by Margaret Woods

N.B. Whiting in italics denotes direct quotes from the Dean’s Dairy

Henry Barry Knox, born in 1807
into the privileged and aristocratic
family of the Earl of Ranfurly, was
Dean of Hadleigh from 1841 until
1869. In the first 22 years of his
rectorship Dean Knox kept a diary
of his many and varied parish
activities; this provides a wealth of
fascinating information about early
Victorian Hadleigh. Within the
diary’s drab covers he records
around 900 visits to the sick and
dying - undoubtedly a significant
aspect of his role as rector of the
parish. Not perhaps surprising when
we learn Victorians were concerned
with health above everything else
and many were constantly afflicted
with some degree of illness'.
Effective medication and treatment
were limited with the consequence
that sickness often just had to be
borne’ and the power of prayer
regularly invoked ’; the Dean
therefore would probably have been
warmly welcomed into the homes of
many sick folk.

Mentioned in the diary are 266
instances of disease and ill-health.
For 82 of those folks Dean Knox did
not specify their actual disease or
illness. For example, there was Mrs
Mackenzie, wife of a draper and
member of the Scottish Church,
whom he considered to be

dangerously ill; Mrs Aldrick whom he
deemed wretchedly ill; Hines very ill
indeed and poor Mary Maxlin, only
18 and maid to Death the baker,
going into a decline.

Named illnesses, problems or
complaints were however identified
for the other 184 of these 266
people and they are listed in the
Table below, where they are grouped
according to the Registrar General’s
Categories of 1841%.

The national killer of the time
was respiratory disease, particularly
consumption; 6 cases were recorded
and at the afternoon service of 22
January 1843 Dean Knox found the
coughing intolerable. Typhus and
scarlatina came a close national
second; he noted 6 cases of typhus
but no scarlatina, though he did
come across 7 cases of the then
deadly measles.

The varying degrees of problems
of the nervous system observed by
Dean Knox ranged from his
recognition of depression in
Gardiner’s wife who was very low,
Lloyd the plumber who was not
comfortable in his mind and Brooks
whom he deemed our of his mind to
very serious instances of insanity like
poor Samuel Overbury Kersey who
required care-keepers (a Mr and Mrs
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Pittock) and was later committed to
a private asylum. Perhaps saddest
was the unknown woman for whom
the Dean had to give an order for

Illnesses in Hadleigh from Dean Knox’s Diary 1841-44

admission to the common lunatic
asylum.

Grouped according to the Registrar General’s categories of 1841

Crippled / deformed - 9

Measles - 7 Erysipelas -2 Cholera - 1
Typhus - 6 Meningitis - 1

Fever- 6 Inflammation - 5 Deaf - 13

Cancer - 5 Gout-2 Deaf & dumb - 1
Dropsy - 6 Scrofula - 3 Sight problems - 2

Blind - 7

Nervous system problems - 24
[includes insanity]
Convulsions - 4

Fits - 3

Paralysis - 2
Hydrocephalus - 2
Hysteria - 1

Consumption - 6
Respiratory - 4
Asthma - 3

Bronchitis - 1

Chest affliction - 1

Lungs ‘gone’ - 1

Ruptured blood vessel in lungs - 1

+ Coughing congregation in St Mary’s Church on 22 Jan 1843

Aneurysm - 3

Heart complaint - 2

Stricture of oesophagus - 2
Sore mouth - 2

Jaundice - 1
Liver complaint - 1
Boil in throat - 1

Miscarriage / difficult confinement - 3

Rheumatism - 6
Bad foot / Lame - 5
Loss of limb - 2

Diseased back - 1
Painful neck - 1
Lumbago - 1

Extreme infirmity associated with old age - 5

Injuries from accidents - 15

Intemperance - 3
Starvation - 1

The 15 reported accidents
included the near death of the son
of Dally, manager of the silk mill by
being caught in the machinery, his arm

dreadfully broken. The son of

Scrivener, landlord of the Barley
Mow (later named The Falcon at 63
Benton Street), lost the use of his limbs
by poaching; the Dean subscribed 2
shillings to help fund his (hopefully
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restorative) trip to Bath. Poor Mrs
Mason of Benton Street appeared to
the Dean to be dying after her
clothes caught fire and Mr Robinson
was thrown out of his gig and had a
slight concussion of the brain.

Readers can sense from his
language and actions that Dean
Knox recognised and empathised
with much of the suffering and pain
he witnessed e.g he described
Widow White as a poor old widow
woman ... to whom I had given
sacrament money. Gave her another
shilling, she is suffering much from
inflammation in the arm...she receives
nothing from the parish. Catherine
Deeks he regarded as a poor helpless
creature, susceptible to fits and fatally
ill Mrs Aldrich had a frightful
cancer of the breast. Port wine
was ordered by the Dean for
those with typhus fever and
serious or fatal illnesses.

Conscientiously the Dean
made regular calls to the
long-term sick and dying, the &
same compassion always in :
evidence. He would read to
them, pray, chat or simply sit
with them, occasionally he
administered the Holy Sacrament.
After each visit, he would record in
his diary their progress or
deterioration; for example

Saturday 21 May [1842] - Called
and read to Mrs Sallows ...who appears
to be dreadfully ill from a stoppage in the
lower part of the throat.  Tuesday 24th

- sat with Mrs Sallows. Thursday 26th
— Called ... on Mrs Sallows who put off
receiving Holy Sacrament till Saturday,
on account of her not being able to
swallow.  Saturday 28th -
Administered the Holy Sacrament to
Mis Sallows, her husband received with
her. Dean Knox called again on
Tuesday 7™ June and Saturday 11
when he wrote: [ sat for some time
with Mrs Sallows who is a great deal
worse but was resigned. After 3 more
visits over the next 10 days, we read
of her death.

The Dean’s assiduous attention
to this particular duty seemed to
ensure he was with some of the
dying close to the moment of their
passing. For example, he recorded
35.year-old Dally breathed
his last while I was sitting on
the bed and he read prayers
to Mrs Willetts who died a
moment after. The Dean
also regularly gave a care
to the bereaved - he noted
e.g. Sat with Mrs Dunmill,
John [her husband] died on
Monday, she is at present
inconsolable. Another time
he called on Mrs Lloyd and found
her very downcast...Her son died very
soon after my leaving him last week.

The diary mentions 68 burials -
53 adults and 15 children - and
provides brief details of a few of
these burials. For example, we are
told Gull’s coffin was followed to
the grave by a numerous Lodge of
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Druids bearing emblems and for Mr
Wilkinson’s burial the Dean attended
at the house then walked before the
coffin. The organ played the Dead
March from Saul. Of course we must
also mention the corpse of a man
named Cook brought to the Dean
one Saturday in such a state of
decomposition it was dropping from the
coffin. The Dean’s somewhat sharp
retort to the request for its
immediate burial on the Sunday was
that nothing but necessity could warrant
our digging a grave on a Sunday and
such a corpse cannot be admitted ... into
church. Next day (Sunday) he was
more conciliatory and wrote: Buried
Cook without taking the corpse into
church and explained afterwards to his
friends who called.

Sadly, it was to be another 40
years before medical, scientific and
technological advances as well as
public health legislation began to
bring about the gradual rise in life
expectancy and the welcome
improvement in the health of the
nation and presumably of the good
folks of Hadleigh.

The Hadleigh Parish Diary of Dean
Henry Barry Knox is lodged in the
Suffolk Archive [previously the Record

Office] Bury St Edmunds. Its catalogue
reference is SA/B FB81/C10/1
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KEN’S DOORS

You may have spotted the doors of Partridges and the Deanery Tower. Ken
Nichols has drawn these and 200 more of Hadleigh’s doors. We'll bring you some
others in the future. Here’s one more from Partridges. Can you identify the

other one?
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REMEMBER THESE SHOPS?

SUNFLOWER

Recently a forgotten box was explored and revealed many pictures taken
around 1990 covering several themes, in this case lettering. Most of these
examples have since gone. Can you remember where they used to be?
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FACES ON A WALL
by Roger Kennell

Attached to a low brick wall and close to the raised pond in the Hadleigh
Guildhall Garden there is a row of fifteen rectangular cement faces on plaques.
These plaques depict a range of world political leaders from the 1930s through to
the 1960s, created in a cartoon style emphasizing various facial features.

f i~

| Mr Edward M. Pryké _of No. 6 the Hig—h. Street had a Marble, Granite and |

Stone Memorial Masons business, located next to the former Wheatsheaf Public
House, and he also carried out general building work. Mr Pryke started his
business in Hadleigh in the late 1920s, and it is understood that should he have
some surplus cement left over he would create one of these faces in a mould. It is
further said that Mr. Pryke created his designs from the political cartoons which
appeared in some national newspapers of the time.

One of the cartoonists who had his work published in the national newspapers
was Ralph Sallon (b. 1899), and a collection of his cartoon characters published in
1994 bears a strong resemblance to many of Pryke’s cement heads. When Mr.
Pryke’s business closed, the cement faces which he seems to have created just for
his own amusement apparently found a home in the then un-loved and
overgrown Guildhall Garden. The formation of the Friends of the Guildhall
during 1994 in time led to the design and creation of a medieval garden which
was officially opened in 1997. Here the cement faces went on display, and in
about the year 2000 they were attached to a brick wall where they still remain.

The Hadleigh Society would welcome any further information about Mr.
Pryke’s unique cement heads, and how they went from his former premises to the

Guildhall Garden.
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NEXT TALK - SUDBURY COMMON LANDS
A Local Nature Reserve and a
County Wildlife Site, Sudbury
. . Common Lands is managed within
The Hadlelgh SOCIGW environmentally sympathetic
agricultural schemes. The land has
never been ploughed so numerous
species of native grasses support the
grazing cattle. Rushes and sedges
grow in the pastures along with a
variety of wildflowers. Ditches and
ponds provide a habitat for a range
of animals and plants, some of
which are now uncommon in
Suffolk. With changing agricultural
practices and increasing human
pressures, the challenge is to retain
the ancient traditions of this
farmland in the face of a rapidly

B uesday 6% December 2022 in changing society.

Hadleigh Guildroom—churchyard entrance Come to the Guildroom on
Call 827891 for more information Visitors £3 TueSdaV 6th December at 8pm to
b hear more from Nick Shimwell &
Jack Cresswell.

BE A NEWSLETTER REPORTER

Our newsletter depends on contributions, mainly from our members. If you
have anything to tell us that relates to the aims of the Hadleigh Society then we
would welcome it. In particular, we would like to publish reports of our meetings,
as we once used to do. If you could write a brief account of a meeting it would
provide a record of the event in this newsletter and consequently on our website
for future reference and research.
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“THE
HADLEIGH
SOCIETY

Honorary Secretary
Richard Fletcher

6 Lister Road
Hadleigh

Ipswich

IP7 5]N

01473 827891

secretary@hadsoc.org.uk

All views expressed are
those of the contributors
and are not necessarily
those of the Hadleigh
Society

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 2022-23

Tue 6  Sudbury Common Nick Shimwell
Dec  Lands & Jack Cresswell
2023 The Trinity House Story ~ Karl Lumbers
Wed 1
Feb
Wed 22 More Stories from The Horry Parsons
Mar  Building of St
Edmundsbury Cathedral
Tower
Wed 17  Moving Buildings in Sue Andrews
May Hadleigh
Wed 28  AGM
Jun
Wed 23 History of the Guildhall ~ History Group
Aug  complex
Wed 4 Thomas Gainsborough’s Emma Boyd
Oct  Life & Art
Wed 6 Minstrels and Mayhem Dr Kate Jewell
Dec

Meetings are held in Hadleigh Guildhall Guildroom at
8pm, unless otherwise notified. Entry is free for members,
£3 for non-members.

Other Contacts

Chairman Margaret Woods
History Group Sue Angland
Environment Dick Fletcher
Group &

Planning

Membership Jessica Bailey
Website & Graham Panton
Editor

Newsletter “

delivery

chair@hadsoc.org.uk
history@hadsoc.org.uk
secretary@hadsoc.org.uk

membership@hadsoc.org.uk

webmaster@hadsoc.org.uk

newsletter@hadsoc.org.uk

01473 823798
01284 830034
01473 827891

07711 862625

«

The Hadleigh Society website has past and present newsletters, etc at

http:

www.hadsoc.org.uk/
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